
C-8-a 
C-8  Increase pupil/teacher ratio by .25 at the middle schools 
 
Lawrie Kobza (rp) 
Question:  What is the 2007-08 pupil teacher ratios for each of the middle and 
high schools? 
 
Analysis:  See attached spreadsheet. 
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C-8-b 
C-8  Increase pupil/teacher ratio by .25 at the middle schools 
 
Lawrie Kobza (pn) 
Question:  Provide information on the impact of eliminating the small school 
allocation for Spring Harbor and Wright.  Provide information about class sizes at 
Spring Harbor and Wright versus other middle schools. 
 
Analysis:   
 
The small school allocation of an additional 1.0 for each school was put in place 
approximately 10 years ago.  The rationale behind it had to do with helping the 
small school provide a range of offerings that were somewhat comparable across 
all middle schools.  Spring Harbor was established solely to alleviate 
overcrowding at Jefferson Middle School which had so dramatically outgrown its 
building that it had commandeered a wing at Memorial High School.  Wright was 
established to provide a middle school in that specific geographic location of 
south central Madison and also meets a specific charter. 
 
If the 1.0 were removed from each school, the following charts show that class 
size would increase and move closer to the district average.  It is also possible 
that principals could choose to eliminate another sort of position such as learning 
coordinator, counselor or elective area.  If the second choice was made, these 
two schools would have more difficulty participating fully in the new learning 
coordinator as coach model or implementing the middle school design 
components of career awareness and wellness. 
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C-8-c 
C-8  Increase pupil/teacher ratio by .25 at the middle schools 
 
Beth Moss (pn) 
Question:  How much have middle school teacher/pupil ratios increased since 
2000? 
 
Analysis:   
 
 
 
2000-01 2001-02 2002-03 2003-04 2004-05 2005-06 2006-07 2007-08

17.00 17.00 17.00 17.00 17.50 17.80 17.80 18.05 
 
Background:  The allocation ratio has not changed dramatically but several 
other factors are at play.  If the school’s population goes down, fewer staff will be 
available to run the “full” program.  Often a building will convert clerical or EA 
time to teacher time.  In order to keep class sizes reasonable some schools have 
eliminated Technology Education or Family and Consumer Ed. 
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